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I hereby certify that this paper is be- 
ing deposited with the United States Postal 
Sen/ice as Express Mail in an envelope ad- 
dressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Pat- 




Express Mail Label No. 



96RSS017, 075/73063 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, 
applicant hereby submits the following statements consisting of: 

I. A list of patents (and attached form PTO- 
1449) ; 

II. General remarks. 

A copy of each listed document is enclosed herewith. 



I . PATENTS 

U.S. Patent No. Date of Issue Patentee (s) 

4,972,473 Nov. 20, 1990 Ejiri et al 

5,155,763 Oct. 13, 1992 Bigus et al 

5,295,184 Mar. 15, 1994 Smith et al , 

5,327,490 Jul. 5, 1994 Cave 

\ 



» 



U.S. Patent No. 


Date 


of 


Issue 


Patentee (s) 


5,343,518 


Aug . 


30, 


1994 


Kneipp 


5,436,963 


Jul. 


25, 


1995 


Fitzpatrick et al . 


5,436,965 


Jul . 


25, 


1995 


Grossman et al . 


5,444,820 


Aug . 


22, 


1995 


Tzes et al. 


5,461, 699 


Oct. 


24, 


1995 


Arbabi et al . 


5,467,391 


Nov . 


14, 


1995 


Donaghue, Jr. et al. 


5,561,711 


Oct. 


1, 


1996 


Muller 


5, 570, 419 


Oct. 


29, 


1996 


Cave et al . 


5, 586, 033 


Dec . 


17, 


1996 


Hall 


5,592, 543 


Jan . 


7, 


1997 


Smith et al . 


5, 621, 790 


Apr . 


15, 


1997 


Grossman et al . 


5,729, 660 


Mar . 


17, 


1998 


Chiabrera et al . 


5,751, 915 


May 


12, 


1998 


We r bos 


5,765, 028 


Jun . 


9, 


1998 


Gladden 


5,774, 631 


Jun. 


30, 


1998 


Chiabrera et al . 



II. GENERAL REMARKS 
It is respectfully requested that the above-listed 
patents be given consideration by the Examiner and made of record 
in the subject patent application. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



WELSH & KATZ, LTD. 

By 



Jdjfx P. Christense 



Christensen 
Registration No. 34,137 



January 19, 1999 

120 South Riverside Plaza 

22nd Floor 

Chicago, Illinois 60606 
(312) 655-1500 
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